parasites dependent on an intact ergosterol pathway. Furthermore, such studies afforded success in engineering soybean plants with modified sterol seed compositions to benefit human health.
In some more detail, the main focus of David Nes' research has been to unravel relationships between sterol biosynthesis and function in a range of organisms by unearthing the molecular libraries (genome-metabolome congruence) associated with phyla-specific reaction sequences that regulate the sterol patterning in organisms. Particular emphasis is given on the characterization of intracellular metabolites and enzyme specificities involved in sterol production and processing, and factors regulating the carbon flux and sterol homeostasis. Of course, such studies require collaboration with colleagues and their laboratories (Michael R. Waterman (Nashville), Steven L. Kelly (Swansea), Jonathan Gershenzon (Jena), and Henry T. Nguyen (Columbia). Those collaborations are attested by numerous co-authored publications, the fruits of sabbaticals abroad.
David Nes is not only known as a very productive scientist and teacher at the university level, but is instrumental in all that concerns "organization and administration", which is already visible through his functions as Director of the TTU Center for Chemical Biology and Chair of Biochemistry Division, and as Professor of Immunology and Molecular Microbiology at the TTU Health Sciences Center School of Medicine in Lubbock, Texas. This in addition to his activities as associate editor of a number of journals in the field. I would also stress his success in attracting research money for equipment and (international) personnel, not an easy task nowadays.
I wish David Nes all the best for his 65th birthday and for the successful continuation of his research.
